Check out our web site to search for a home, read our blog and much more…
http://www.teamszucs.com
At 
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What’s Prettier Than Freckles? 

An elderly woman and her young grandson, whose face was sprinkled with bright freckles, spent the day at the zoo.  Lots of children were waiting in line to get their cheeks painted by a local artist who was decorating them with tiger paws.

“You’ve got so many freckles, there’s no place to paint!” a girl in the line said to the little fellow.

[image: image3.wmf]Embarrassed, the boy dropped his head.  His grandmother knelt down next to him.  “I love your freckles.  When I was a little girl I always wanted freckles,” she said, while tracing her finger across his cheek.  “Freckles are beautiful.”

The boy looked up.  “Really?”

“Of course,” said the grandmother.  “Why, just name me one thing that’s prettier than freckles.”

The boy thought for a moment, peered intensely into his grandma’s face, and softly whispered, “Wrinkles.” 

Celebrate Grandparents Day on September 13!
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Is Smaller Cheaper?

We’ve become conditioned to believing that purchasing larger portions of food, bigger packages of paper towels, or giant containers of laundry soap is a good way to save money, and sometimes it is.

FREE! Home Seller’s 
Guide to Moving

If you’re thinking of selling now or in the future, get your free Home Seller’s Guide to Moving.  This special report has helped hundreds of sellers prepare their home for a successful sale and efficient move.  The report contains:

· A Good First Impression
· Tips on Showing The House
· Tips on Planning The Move
· Tips on Packing It Up
· Checklist For Success
To request a copy just call (888) 582-2954 ext. 21, anytime, 24 hours a day and we’ll fax, mail or email the information to you within 24 hours.
But in some cases, smaller portions or quantities can be cheaper, and the way to ascertain this is by checking the shelf label for the product’s price-per-ounce or price-per-sheet or price-per-count, and so on.

For example, a 12-pack of paper towels may actually cost more per sheet than a six-pack or three-pack.  A box of 50 tea bags could be priced higher per count than a box of 20.  And those pre-packaged apples might prove to be less than a bargain, depending on the price per ounce compared to unpackaged apples.

If your supermarket doesn’t provide this information on their shelf labels, ask the manager to start – sooner rather than later!  In the meantime, take along your calculator and do your own pricing.  Just take the cost of the item – say, a 16-ounce jar of peanut butter for $3.29 – divide $3.29 by 16, and your cost per ounce is about 20 cents.  If the 28-ounce jar of that same peanut butter is $6.29, it will cost you 22 cents per ounce.  Clearly, the smaller jar is the better buy.

It makes sense – and saves dollars – to read shelf labels or do your own calculation.  Spend a little time and you’ll save money every time you shop.

Whether You 
Labor Or Labour…

In the U.S. it’s Labor Day; in Canada it’s Labour Day; and in both countries it’s Monday, September 7.  It’s a day to honor the contributions made by workers to the strength and prosperity of our country, a “good-bye” to summer, and a day to enjoy with family and friends.
Go Green – Pay Electronically

Want to go green?  Here’s an easy way to be kind to the environment:  receive and pay your bills electronically.  According to the Federal Reserve, nearly 50 percent of the checks written in the United States are written by consumers to businesses.  American businesses mail about 26 billion bills and statements per year, and consumers mail 9 billion payments per year in paper form.  All that paper mailing consumes 755 million pounds of paper, nine million trees, and 512 million gallons of gasoline.

On a household scale, here’s how paying electronically pans out.  Stuart Williams, of CheckFree/Fiserv and a member of the PayItGreen Alliance, says that the average U.S. household receives 19 bills and statements each month, and makes seven payments with checks each month.  If just 20 percent of American households switched to electronic statements and payments, it would save 150 million pounds of paper and avoid producing 3.9 billion pounds of greenhouse gases.

See An Interesting Home?
No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  Our computers can send you the information quickly and easily for any house, listed or sold, 
anywhere in town.

Just ask us!  It’s all part of our free, no-obligation Home Finder Service.

Leave the address on our hotline, (888) 582-2954 ext. 20, anytime, 24 hours a day, and we’ll fax, mail or email all the information on that listing within 24 hours.

So why aren’t people switching over?  Williams says it’s mostly because people are entrenched in their habits.  But by breaking away from routine and switching over to electronic statements, each year the average American household would 
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· Save 6.6 pounds of paper.

· Save .08 trees.

· Prevent 63 gallons of wastewater from entering the environment.

· Save the 4.5 gallons of gasoline needed to transport bills, statements, and payments via mail service.

· Prevent 171 pounds of greenhouse gases from being produced, which is equivalent to:  1) Preserving 24 square feet of forest from deforestation; 2) Not consuming 8.8 gallons of gasoline; 3) Planting two tree seedlings and allowing them to grow for 10 years; and 4) Not driving 169 miles.

How To Achieve Success

The person determined to achieve maximum success learns the principle that progress is made one step at a time.  A house is built one brick at a time.  Football games are won one play at a time.  A department store grows bigger one customer at a time.  Every big accomplishment is a series of little accomplishments.  – David Schwartz

You May Be Too “Techy” If…

1. You’ve never sat through an entire movie without having at least one device on your body beep or buzz.

2. You turn up your speakers when leaving the room so you can hear if a new email arrives.

3. On vacation, you’re reading a computer manual and turning the pages faster than everyone else who’s reading John Grisham novels.

4. You’d rather get more dots per inch than miles per gallon.

5. All of your friends have an @ in their name.

6. You rotate your screen savers more frequently than your automobile tires.

7. You have a functioning home copier machine, but every toaster you own turns bread into charcoal.
8. Off the top of your head, you can think of 19 keystroke symbols that are far more clever than :-).

9. You start introducing yourself as “Jim at net dot com.”

10. You spend half of the airplane trip with your laptop on your lap...and your child in the overhead compartment.

How To Protect Your 
Asthmatic Child At School

If your child has asthma and is headed back to school, you’ll want to ensure that he or she is allowed to carry an inhaler when necessary.  Despite the fact that most states have passed laws allowing students to self-administer their asthma drugs, some schools are strictly interpreting the laws and requiring students to obtain permission from school nurses or school officials before being given access to their medication and inhalers.

What’s a parent’s best plan of action? The American Lung Association says communication between the school and the parents is essential to make sure that your child is safe.  Parents need to ask the school about laws and local policy in place allowing students to carry and self-administer asthma medications.  The ALA also recommends that all students have an Asthma Action Plan, a written directive detailing personal information about the child’s asthma – such as symptoms, medication, and physical activity limitations – and specific instructions of what to do if medication doesn’t immediately improve the situation.  All teachers, coaches, the school nurse, and the office should have an updated action plan for your child.  For more information, go to www.lungusa.org.

Stressed Out? 
Take These Steps

FREE REO HOME TOURS 

Giving home buyers and investors looking for a bargain priced, bank owned property a One Stop Shopping Experience.  It’s free and no pressure to buy.  These are not short sale properties or properties in the process of foreclosure but properties that the banks own on their books and need to get rid of.  For information visit our website at:

www.TeamSzucs.com/freereotours
Our work lives are often filled with what can seem like unbearable amounts of stress.  And while some of those stresses are unavoidable, there’s a lot you can do to start to whittle those high levels of stress down to something that feels at least manageable.  Here are a few suggestions:

Know when to say “No.”  That means you have to first understand your own limits.  Then set limits on others so they don’t encroach on your time by pressuring you to take on tasks or responsibilities that will throw you out of balance.

If possible, avoid people who consistently stress you out.  If your boss is the culprit, you might not be able to do this.  And you can’t steer clear of everyone who inadvertently or occasionally causes you anxiety.  But you can avoid people who have a history of leaving you feeling stressed after you’ve tried to change the situation and they haven’t responded.

Don’t expose yourself to unnecessary environmental stressors.  For instance, if you read the news on the Internet during your break, but it leaves you feeling tense, stop reading the news on your break.  Do something that relaxes you instead:  Go for a short walk, knit, meditate, work a puzzle.

Learn to manage your time.  Letting projects go until the deadline is upon you will undoubtedly cause you stress.  Work at a steady pace – and don’t procrastinate.  Procrastination can affect the quality of your work and leave you feeling anxious and strained for prolonged periods.

Going Nuts 
For Almonds

Shelling out for a bag of almonds might not be a bad idea if you need to lower your cholesterol.  Almonds are recognized as a cholesterol-lowering food; studies also show that they can reduce the risk of heart disease. 

One ounce of almonds – about 25 nuts – contains 164 calories and 1.10 grams of saturated fat.  That same ounce is also a good source of protein, potassium, vitamin E, and magnesium, and has no cholesterol.  So, go nuts!
Shattering Window Myths

There are a number of outdated beliefs about storms and window safety that the Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) would like to set straight.  For instance, “Open the windows during a storm to relieve the pressure that could build up and cause more damage.”  If you’ve never heard this advice before, don’t pay any attention to it now.  If you or someone you know believes it, read on for the IBHS’s expert recommendations:


1. Do NOT open windows during a storm.  This doesn’t relieve pressure – it just lets damaging wind and rain into your home. 

2. Tape does NOT protect your windows from flying debris.  It might keep more of the glass together when impacted, but will not keep it in place. 

3. Window film does NOT provide much protection from the impact of debris.  It does, however, hold glass shards together when the window breaks.  Also, some thicker “structural” film has passed the “small missile” test, which applies to things like gravel and similarly sized objects.

September Is…High Holy Days

The Jewish High Holy Days are observed during the 10-day period between the first day (Rosh Hashanah) and the 10th day (Yom Kippur) of Tishri, the seventh month of the Jewish calendar.  This year Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown September 18, and Yom Kippur begins at sundown September 27.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are the most important of all Jewish holidays.  Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, is the symbolic anniversary of the creation of the world; the words “Rosh Hashanah” literally mean “Head of the Year.”  In addition to being the anniversary of the past creation of the world, Jewish tradition sees everyone as being created anew at this time every year.  Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, is the most solemn day of the Jewish year and a day of fasting, reflection and prayers.  At the end of Yom Kippur, those who have repented for their sins are granted a good and happy New Year.

SEARCH THE MLS FOR FREE - JUST VISIT
WWW.ALLSEASONS.LISTINGBOOK.COM
SIMPLY GO TO THE ABOVE WEB ADDRESS, REGISTER, AND START SEARCHING THE SAME MLS THAT WE DO 
Do not spoil what you have by desiring what you have not; remember that what you now have was once among the things you only hoped for.  – Epicurus

ALL SEASONS
FREE Home Seller/Buyer Information Request Form 

Please complete the box below and place check marks next to the free reports and information you’d like to receive.


Fax this form to 626-608-9080 or mail it to:  



All Seasons Real Estate, Inc., 964 E. Badillo Street #240, Covina, CA  91724  or just call us at 888-582-2954 ext. 22.
www.TeamSzucs.com         email:  Cindy@TeamSzucs.com
Name: 
 Phone: 

Address: 
 Email: 


City: 
 State:
 Zip: 
  Fax: 


Please send me the requested free information selected below via (__) Mail  (__) Fax  (__) Email.


FREE Consumer Reports


(__)
Protect Your Home From Burglars

(__)
Five Deadly Mistakes Home Sellers Make

(__)
Making the Move Easy On the Kids

(__)
How Sellers Price Their Homes

(__)
How to Stop Wasting Money on Rent

(__)
How to Sell Your House For the Most Money In the Shortest Possible Time

(__)
The 10 Dumbest Mistakes Smart People Make When Buying or Selling a Home

	FREE Consumer Resources and Information

(__)
Send me information about your FREE, no-obligation Home Finder service where your computers will search the market on an on-going basis for homes meeting the exact features, prices and areas I’m looking for.

(__)
Send me the special computer report showing the features and sale prices of up to 15 of the most recent home sales near the following address:  
___________________________________________, City: ______________________________ or 

          in the ____________________________________________ area.  

(__)
Please let me know the listing price and features of the home at the following address:
_____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please let me know the selling price of the home at the following address:    _____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please call me to arrange a FREE, no-obligation Home Value Audit to determine the top dollar market value of my home, and share strategies for selling fast.


Please send a Free monthly subscription of your All Seasons newsletter to the below person?  Please also send them a friendly note with my best wishes, and explaining they can cancel any time they wish.
Name: 




Address: 



City: 
State: 
 Zip: 

WE ARE ALWAYS ADDING INFORMATION AND IMPROVING OUR WEBSITE 

SO VISIT OFTEN, AND TELL EVERYONE ABOUT IT
www.TeamSzucs.com
Quotes

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.  The second best time is now.

– Chinese Proverb

My dad always used to say, “If you’re falling off a cliff, you may as well try to fly.  You have nothing to lose.”

– Captain John Sheridan

Everyone driving slower than you is an idiot.  Everyone driving faster than you is a maniac.

– George Carlin

All Seasons Real Estate, Inc.

964 E. Badillo St., #240, Covina, CA  91724 

(626) 339-0697
www.TeamSzucs.com
This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.  
Copyright 2009 Lehel Szucs, Cindy Szucs and Lizbeth Ulloa-Davila.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax  
Our observations of the real estate market in the greater Los Angeles area (includes LA, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties):
· there has been a  slight increase in the average price per square foot over the last few months - home prices are still low – in most areas prices have held steady for the last few months 
· market supply in Covina is at 2.9 months - on average a 6 month supply is healthy for any market – Duarte and Monrovia are slightly lower at 2.7 and 2.6 months respectively – some areas in the South Bay are as low as 1.5 months of supply – Rancho Cucamonga is just above 2 months
· interest rates spike and sink based on various economic data that is released - rates are still well below historical averages - depending on various criteria a loan for 5.5% or less is still possible - if you can afford it you can even buy this rate lower – when comparing interest rates also compare the fees that it will cost you to get that rate
· most homes receive more than 10 offers (however the prices are not increasing as they did in the early 2000s) 
· appraisals are starting to come in at high values again
· many offers are from buyers that are buying with cash
· we are seeing a lot more investors buying properties (in many areas buying a home with 15% down will results in positive cash flow)
· nearly all of the homes on the market are either short sales or bank owned 
· in the last few weeks we started to notice an increasing number of regular sales that are homes that were bought by investors at the foreclosure, fixed and then put back on the market – the problem is that you cannot get an FHA loan for these homes for at least 90 days after the investor acquired the home
· prices of homes seem to be more stable
· in our opinion there will be more bank owned properties coming on the market in the near future and for the next few years, however we think the volume will be less than it has been - the high volume that the media has been talking about has yet to materialize - but it may later on in the year - we started to see a small trickle in the last few weeks
· short sales are still taking a long time to get approved but more of them are getting approved
· banks are working more with homeowners to modify loans and keep defaults down – unfortunately about 80% of these modified loans end up in default within 6 months and will go back through the foreclosure process 
· for most bank owned properties you need to cross qualify with their lender
· a pre qualification is not enough to win most deals, you need to actually have your documentation submitted and verified and have a loan approval to make your offer strong
· patience is vital in this market with homes receiving multiple offers – in some cases as many as 30 or more – supply is low and demand is high
· asking for 3% back for closing costs seems to be the norm now (not asking for this can make your offers stronger as it will net more for the bank - if you can afford it)
· FHA loans are what most people are getting to qualify
· if you can afford 5% down and get a conventional loan you will have a better chance of getting your offer accepted - although conventional loans are getting tougher to get
· it is not a buyers or sellers market - it is both - whomever can submit the strongest offer in this market typically wins the deal - and that is not always the highest offer in an REO transaction - properties that are priced well sell quickly
· the $ 8,000 tax credit for first time buyers is set to expire at the end of November – escrow has to close before 12/1/2009 to be able to claim the credit
· we heard and read a lot on this subject ($ 8,000 tax credit) as of late - there are various proposals to keep the tax credit in some form or another - we have not heard of anything firm yet so we are not counting on the existing tax credit continuing
· the $ 10,000 California tax credit for buying a newly constructed home is gone since they ran out of funds months ago
We work with many clients throughout the greater Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Orange and Riverside Counties and the above observations are true for all areas, (the price changes may vary).  Inventories are low, prices are right, and properties are receiving multiple offers.
The big question that we do not yet have an answer for is:  Where will the market go now that most families are settled in for the school year and with the tax credit set to expire soon?

We believe this is a great time to buy for a number of reasons:
· home prices are at about 2002 levels – LOW
· in most areas the price per square foot has been staying steady with very slight increases and decreases from month to month
· interest rates are low - at about 5.5%
· $ 8,000 federal tax credit is still available
· tax deduction values of home ownership
Call us at (626) 339-0697 if you have any questions and we will help you find the right home.
_________________________________________________________________

TAKE ADVENTAGE of the OPPORTUNITY of a LIFETIME 
BEFORE IT EXPIRES

TAX CREDIT of as much as $ 8,000 for first time home buyers

HURRY – you must close on your home BEFORE December 1, 2009

QUICK FACTS

· ESCROW MUST CLOSE PRIOR TO December 1, 2009

· Available to first time home buyers purchasing any kind of home on or after April 8, 2008 and before December 1, 2009

· Participation in the program is easy.  Simply claim the tax credit on your federal income tax return.  This refund reduces a taxpayer’s tax bill or increases his or her refund, dollar for dollar.

· The tax credit does not have to be repaid and is equal to 10% of the home’s purchase price up to a maximum of $ 8,000.

· The credit is fully refundable.  Meaning the credit will be paid out to eligible taxpayers, even if they owe no tax or the credit is more than the tax owed.

· You may be able to access the money sooner than waiting to file your 2009 tax return.  Check with your tax professional for advice

· Home buyers must use the residence as a principal residence for at least three years or face recapture of the tax credit amount.

· Please consult your tax consultant.

Just like so many of the good things in life, time is of the essence.  



DON’T LOSE YOUR HOME TO FORECLOSURE!





� HYPERLINK "http://www.teamszucs.com/LoanModifications" ��CLICK HERE� FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR VISIT
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