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Perspective Is Everything

[image: image1.wmf]After a very long day, Jerry made his way to the train.  Along the way, he dropped his briefcase, stepped in gum and had to wait in a long line just to get through the turnstile.  When he got on the train, it was crowded and hot because the air conditioning system wasn’t working.
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Jerry was usually very kind and reasonable, but his nerves and tolerance were wearing thin.  At the first stop the train made, a young woman talking very loudly on her cell phone boarded.

People talking loudly on cell phones happened to be one of Jerry’s pet peeves and considering that he’d already had a rough day, the blaring voice really bothered him.  He thought back to how the day had started.  His boss had questioned his competence – and it had all been downhill from there.  He thought maybe he would start looking for a new job.

However, the young woman interrupted his getting-a-new-job fantasy as she kept screaming, “I need to know right now!”

Jerry rolled his eyes at what the woman was saying.  “What could be so important?” he thought.  He went back to dreaming about the day he would turn in his resignation, but again, he was dragged from his reverie by the woman loudly declaring into her phone, “I need to know right now.”

September Quiz Question

How many states in the United States currently ban roadside billboards?
Everyone who faxes, e-mails or calls in the correct answer by the last day of this month will be entered into a drawing for a gift certificate for two, for a night out at the AMC Theatres. __________________________________
And now Jerry was ready to explode.  He was going to tell the silly woman to keep it down.  Just then the train pulled into a stop and a young man boarded and saw the woman.  He threw his arms around her, and, tears streaming, he buried his face in her shoulder.

“The hospital just called,” he said.  “She’s stable now.”

The dictionary defines “perspective” as “the capacity to view things in their true relations or relative importance.”  How’s your perspective?

How To Keep Good Childcare Providers

No matter what kind of childcare you use – in-home or childcare center – if you bond positively with your child’s caregivers, you’ll probably have more peace of mind while you’re out in the world.  Try to build your relationship on trust and communication.  Here are some ideas:

· Write a job description for your caregivers.  Let them know what hours and duties you expect, as well as how much compensation they can expect.

· Always pick up your child and pay your caregivers on time.  If you can’t, inform them with an ample amount of notice.

FREE! Home Seller’s 
Guide to Moving.

If you’re thinking of selling now or in the future, get your free Home Seller’s Guide to Moving.  This special booklet has helped hundreds of sellers prepare their home for a successful sale and efficient move.  The booklet contains

· A Good First Impression
· Tips on Showing The House
· Tips on Planning The Move
· Tips on Packing It Up
· Checklist For Success
· Don’t surprise your caregivers with an erratic schedule.  Also, have a clear agreement about what will happen when your child is ill.  Respect their time.

· Remember your caregivers on holidays and birthdays.

· If you need to supply diapers, make sure you provide them.

· Always address any concerns you have immediately.  Speak with your caregivers each day about your child’s activities.

Do You Own Your Mistakes?

It’s a fact most people don’t know:  President John F. Kennedy hit his highest level of popularity after he flubbed the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba in 1961.  It doesn’t seem to make sense, 

but JFK actually gained popularity after demonstrating to the world that he had his own weaknesses.

Psychologists call this maneuver a “strategic-pratfall effect.”  By botching the invasion, and then being quick to accept responsibility for it, Kennedy showed the public not only that he was human and susceptible to mistakes, but also that he was honest and forthright about owning up to them.

When Kennedy failed so publicly but didn’t “pass the buck,” people identified with his problem and felt safe admiring him without having to worry about who he was or what he had achieved.

You Say Potato…

Potatoes are a little on the finicky side, and when it comes to caring for them, they require just a little more attention than your average vegetable.  Here are some tips to keep from finding yourself eye-to-eye with some unsightly spuds:  
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Never rinse your potatoes before storing them.  When you store them use a brown paper bag, burlap bag or plastic bag with holes in it.

Try to store potatoes in a cool, dry, dark place.  The basement or cellar is ideal if you have one.  You want the temperature to hover around 45 to 50 degrees Fahrenheit.

Don’t store potatoes in the refrigerator.  They may become too sweet.

Does The World Have You Down?

Are you feeling ineffective?  Unimportant?  Or any of the host of other emptiness factors that seem to plague modern men and women?  If so, it would be good to remember how much of an impact even a small gesture, such as smiling, can mean to someone else.  Mother Teresa once said, “Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing.”
If you have “mature” potatoes, you can store them for up to two months.  If your potatoes are “new,” you can store them for only about a week.

Look at your potatoes occasionally, and toss out the ones that are going bad and those that have sprouted.

To avoid having your potatoes sprout, avoid exposure to heat or light.

Don’t freeze your uncooked potatoes.

You can store sweet potatoes only for about a week.

Please Turn Off All Electronic Devices

A recent study by Carnegie Mellon University has found that cell phones, and other portable electronic devices such as laptops and video game players, may pose dangers to the normal operation of critically important electronics on airplanes.

See An Interesting Home?
No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  Our computers can send you the information quickly and easily for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town.

Just ask us!  It’s all part of our free, no-obligation HomeFinder Service.

Leave the address on our voicemail, 

(626) 339-0697, anytime, 24 hours a day, and we’ll fax, mail or email all the information on that listing within 24 hours.

Bill Straus, an expert in aircraft electromagnetic compatibility at the Naval Air Warfare Center in Patuxent River, Maryland, said, “We found that the risk posed by these portable devices is higher than previously believed.  These devices can disrupt normal operation of key cockpit instruments, especially Global Positioning Systems receivers, which are increasingly vital for safe landings.”

In conjunction with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), three major airlines, and the Transportation Security Agency, researchers flew the skies in the northeast United States on commercial flights and monitored radio emissions from passengers who were using cell phones and other electronic devices.  They tracked these emissions using a broadband antenna attached to a compact portable spectrum analyzer that fit into a carryon bag.

The researchers found that on average, there were one to four cell phone calls made during a flight in the northeast United States.  Some passengers made these phone calls during critical phases of the flight – climb-outs and final approaches – and researchers said the calls could cause accidents.

The researchers recommended that the FAA and the Federal Communications Commission begin to coordinate electronic emissions standards.  The researchers also recommended routine monitoring of on-board radio emissions, and deploying special tools for flight crews to monitor passenger use of electronic devices during the airplane’s final approach.

The Anguished English Of Sam Goldwyn

According to Gene Shalit in his book Great Hollywood Wit, legendary moviemaker Samuel Goldwyn was a perfectionist – who had an unusual way with words.  Goldwyn had a plethora of great ideas, and he always wanted to hire the best talent available.  But one area where his attention to detail was wanting was his use of language.  He just couldn’t seem to get it right, and he became famous for what those who knew and loved him came to call “Goldwynisms.”  Here are a few examples:

When an aide once said that he thought a screenplay was too caustic, Goldwyn replied, “Who cares about the expenses?”

While making a movie, Goldwyn told his staff to “spare no expense to make everything as economical as possible.”

Goldwyn was told that more Indians were needed as extras for a Western he was making.  “Get some more from the reservoir,” he replied.

August Quiz Answer 

Question:  Which British Monarch was the last Emperor of India?

Answer:  George VI, who relinquished the title in 1947.
Source:  MSN Encarta
Look for the September quiz question in this newsletter.  Get the correct answer and you may win a prize.

Following a movie preview Goldwyn said, “It will create an excitement that will sweep the country like wildflowers.”

Goldwyn liked to get the opinions of others and one day, while inviting employees to do just that, he said, “I don’t want any yes-men around me.  I want everybody to tell me the truth even if it costs them their jobs.”

Helping Us – Or Hindering Us?

Do you feel like you’re multitasking yourself into chaos?  Have you ever wondered if – rather than helping you – your email, voicemail, fax machines and other methods of working in the modern office are really keeping you from getting your work done?

[image: image4.wmf]A recent study reinforces your suspicions.  According to a research report from the University of California at Irvine, the average employee works on something for only 11 minutes at a time without interruption.  And once the person is interrupted, it takes an average of a half-hour to get back on track with the original task.  The study, The Cost of Not Paying Attention by Gloria Mark and Victor Gonzalez, found that all of the new technology we’ve come to rely on for help is in fact increasing stress and causing unprecedented disruption in offices.

The study looked at a random sample of 36 office workers’ days and found that interruptions – phone calls, emails, managers and colleagues – used up an average of 2.1 hours of every working day.  Each worker in the study was found to be working on an average of 12 projects and, once interrupted, it was difficult for some workers to return to the original task at all during the day.  

America’s Seniors

A report by the U.S. Census Bureau commissioned by the National Institute on Aging (NIA) says that the face of aging in America is changing dramatically.  The aging population is living longer, suffering less disability, achieving higher levels of education and is less likely to end up living in poverty.

The report, 65+ in The United States, provides a snapshot of health and socioeconomic status on the aging population.  NIA Director Richard J. Hodes says, “This report tells us that we’ve made a lot of progress improving the health and well-being of older Americans, but there is still much left to do.”

Anything can happen, but it usually doesn’t.
– Robert Benchley
Do the thing you fear to do and keep on doing it.  That is the quickest and surest way ever yet discovered to conquer fear.
– Dale Carnegie

Here are a few trends:

· The report expects the population of 65 and older to double in size within the next 25 years.  By the year 2030, nearly one out of every five Americans (around 72 million people) will be 65 or older.

· The 85-and-older group is now the fastest growing segment of the U.S. population.

· The health of older Americans is getting better.  The number of older Americans who are disabled fell from 26.2% in 1982 to 19.7% in 1999.  However, there are still 14 million people over the age of 65 reporting disabilities.

· The financial circumstances of older people have dramatically improved.  The percentage of people 65 and older living in poverty decreased from 35% in 1959 to 10% in 2003.

September 11 …

Monday, September 11 is the fifth year of the 9/11 attacks.  Spend some time remembering, commemorating those we lost, and appreciating our privileges and freedoms. 

· Older Americans have also attained higher levels of education.  The report links this to better health, higher income, more wealth, and a higher standard of living in retirement.  If this trend continues, by 2030 the report estimates 25% of the over-65 population will have undergraduate degrees and nearly 72% in that age group will have earned high school diplomas.
You Can Make A Difference

In Maine they tell of an old man walking along the beach with his grandson, who picked up each starfish they passed and threw it back into the sea.  “If I left them up here,” the boy said, “they’d dry up and die.  I’m saving their lives.”

“But,” protested the old man, “the beach goes on for miles, and there are millions of starfish.  What you’re doing won’t make any difference.”

The boy looked at the starfish in his hand, gently threw it into the ocean, and answered, “It makes a difference to this one.”
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September 4:


Happy Labor Day, U.S.!


Happy Labour Day, Canada!
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