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A Sweet Lesson

Years ago, a 10-year-old boy approached the counter of a soda shop and climbed on a stool.  “What does an ice cream sundae cost?” he asked the waitress.
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“Fifty cents,” she answered.

The boy reached deep in his pockets and pulled out an assortment of change, counting it carefully as the waitress grew impatient.  She had “bigger” customers to wait on.

“Well, how much would just plain ice cream be?” the boy asked.

The waitress responded with noticeable irritation in her voice, “Thirty-five cents.”
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Again, the boy slowly counted his money.  “May I have some plain ice cream in a dish then, please?”  He gave the waitress the correct amount, and she brought him the ice cream.

Later, the waitress returned to clear the boy’s dish and when she picked it up, she felt a lump form in her throat.  There on the counter the boy had left two nickels and five pennies.  She realized that he’d had enough money for the sundae, but sacrificed it so he could leave her a tip.

Quite a valuable lesson for just 15 cents!

How To 
Remember Names

Are you one of those people who says, “I’m not good at remembering names,” as though it were a character trait?  You’re not alone.  Here are a few tips to help you eliminate “what’s-his-name” from your vocabulary forever:

November Quiz Question

What is the world’s smallest 
country in square miles?
Everyone who faxes, e-mails or calls in the correct answer by the last day of this month will be entered into a drawing for gift certificate for two, for a night out at the AMC Theatres.
 ___________________________________
Be interested.  Many of us don’t even catch other people’s names when they’re introduced because we’re too focused on ourselves.  So the first step to remembering a name is to pay attention as you’re introduced.

Want to remember.  Focus on remembering.  This change of attitude and intention will, by itself, greatly increase your awareness and thus your ability. 

Slow down.  Take time with each person and look them in the eyes.  Notice something distinctive about the person, especially their face.  And speaking of faces…

Picture it written on their forehead.  Franklin Roosevelt continually amazed his staff by remembering the names of nearly everyone he met.  His secret?  He used to imagine seeing the name written across the person’s forehead.  This is a particularly powerful technique if you visualize the name written in your favorite color of Magic Marker.

Say it aloud.  After you hear their name, say it aloud, and then use the first name occasionally during your conversation with the person.  “Hi, Jim, nice to meet you.  So, what do you do for a living, Jim?” or “Do you have any kids, Jim?  Jim, it was great to meet you!”

November 11:  


Veteran’s Day – United States and Remembrance Day – Canada

This nation will remain the land of the free only so 
long as it is the home of the brave.
– Elmer Davis
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Delete “I’m not good at remembering names” from your brain.  Let go of this limiting belief and install a new belief:  “I’m getting better at remembering names.” 
Some Light Humor

Q:
How many statisticians does it take to change a light bulb?

A:
1.0±0.3, 19 times out of 20. 
Q:
How many managers does it take to change a light bulb?

A:
Three.  Two to find out if it needs changing, and one to tell an employee to change it.

Q:
How many first-year art students does it take to change a light bulb?

A:
They can’t, it’s a second-year subject.

Q:
How many Californians does it take to change a light bulb? 

What we’re really talking about is a wonderful day set aside on the fourth Thursday of November when no one diets.  I mean, why else would they call it Thanksgiving?

· Erma Bombeck

You must have long-term goals to keep you from being frustrated by short-term failures.
– Charles C. Noble
A:
Six.  One to turn the bulb, one for support, and four to relate to the experience. 

Q:
How many psychiatrists does it take to change a light bulb?

A:
Just one, but the light bulb has to really, really want to change.

Q:
How many software designers does it take to change a light bulb?

A:
None.  That’s a hardware problem.

Q:
How many help-desk employees does it take to change a light bulb? 

A:
Hmm.  The bulb works fine in my office.

Q:
How many Einsteins does it take to change a light bulb?

A:
That depends on the speed of the changer, and the mass of the bulb.  Or vice versa, of course.  It just might be easier to leave the bulb alone and change the room.  It’s all relative.
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Love Those Leftovers!

If you’re serving turkey this Thanksgiving, the National Turkey Federation (NTF) website (www.eatturkey.com) has some delicious suggestions for making the most of your leftovers:

The Alternative:  Choose a familiar appetizer or entree and use turkey as a substitute for beef, pork or chicken.  Feature turkey in black bean chili, asparagus chowder, Greek pita sandwiches, quesadillas, osso buco, lasagna, and scaloppini. 

“Gobble It Up” Buffet:  Give your lunch or dinner new life with turkey by featuring it in new ways, such as your own signature recipes for creamy wild rice soup, turkey and Szechuan vegetables or turkey salad with Thai dressing.  Create a special pasta buffet with an assortment of dishes including turkey with herb sauce over rigatoni, penne or risotto. 
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The “North-American”:  With the increased popularity of using local, indigenous ingredients, what could be better than turkey, native to North America?  Serve Creole-flavored turkey burgers topped with melted jack cheese, red onions and tomatoes or a hot Philadelphia-style cheese turkey “steak” sandwich. 

If you’re planning to freeze some leftover turkey, here are tips for safe handling and storing:

· The maximum time from completion of cooking to refrigerator storage, including deboning, slicing, etc., should be two hours.  However, the NTF recommends the time be even shorter, if possible. 

Thanksgiving Thoughts Of Gratitude

H.U. Westermayer:  The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts.  No Americans have been more impoverished than these who, nevertheless, set aside a day of thanksgiving.

Albert Schweitzer:  At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person.  Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us.

Eric Hoffer:  The hardest arithmetic to master is that which enables us to count our blessings.

Marcel Proust:  Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the charming gardeners who make our souls blossom.

· Once the turkey is cool, debone and slice.  Carve all leftover turkey from the bone and remove all stuffing.

· Package in small, evenly shaped portions no more than two inches thick.  This will maintain quality and help freeze more quickly. 

· Use moisture/vapor-resistant wrap, such as freezer paper or heavy-duty aluminum foil. 

· Label and date packages. 

· Use dated packages in a rotation of first in, first out. 

The Truly Amazing Trulli
Trulli are truly amazing.  But – what are trulli?

Trulli are rounded stone drywall (mortarless) houses with gray, stone, cone-shaped roofs found in Italy (the Puglia region) and nowhere else in the world.  The origin of their oddly shaped, stone teepee design remains unknown, though some stories date trulli back 5,000 years.  

The favorite story is that inhabitants of the Middle Ages first constructed such buildings.  At the time, the King heavily taxed anyone who built a dwelling on the King’s land.  With this in mind, residents cleverly devised the dwellings solely for the purpose of tax evasion.  Upon word of the taxman’s arrival, people rapidly dismantled the trulli and moved the stones out of sight.  After the taxman was gone, they re-erected the homes.

Today the trulli are firmly in place, buttressed with stucco and whitewashed every year.  The town of Alberobello, location of a large number of trulli, boasts a historical center declared a World Heritage Site by the United Nations Educational and Scientific Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
October Quiz Answer

Question:  If you truly want to see trulli, there’s only one country where you can do so.  What country is it?

Answer:  Italy

Source:  www.initaly.com
In Search Of Balance

A recent Key Group research study found that 18% of workers plan to leave their jobs in the next 12 months to establish a better work-life balance.

Dr. Joanne G. Sujansky says that workers are ready to go shopping for new jobs if they feel their work lives are overpowering their personal lives.  Sujansky also says that of the 1,700 workers surveyed, almost one in five had plans to look for a new job – specifically because of the “balance issue.”

Sujansky sees the survey results as an early warning sign of huge turnover to come in the work force, and believes it’s even more significant that employees are planning to leave employers during a period of economic uncertainty because working for a company that stresses them out and is unfulfilling is just not the way they’re willing to live their lives.  Sujansky recommends treating employees like whole people who have important lives outside of work, and employers will likely have a work force that’s grateful and loyal, and not fleeing to look for something better.

Could Buying Something Used Today – Help You Tomorrow?

“Everything is used the day after you buy it.”  

So says author Richard Carlson in Don’t Worry, Make Money, and it’s something to keep in mind before you make a purchase.  There is, Carlson acknowledges, something special about buying something new.   But, he cautions, you often pay a huge price for the item.  And remember, the day after you bring it home, it loses a great deal of value in the world.  It’s now used.

Carlson urges us to consider buying something used instead of new, so we’re not saddled with big bills and left wanting for money we could add to a savings account or retirement fund.  Do you really need to buy a brand-new car?  Do you really need that expensive new coat?  Are there used options that could serve you just as well and leave you with a little cash to perhaps invest in your future?  You might be surprised how much money you can save this way.  Carlson urges you to consider making this decision over and over and observing how it affects your financial health.
How To Get Through 
Airport Security Quickly

If you’re like every other traveler in the world, you’d like to reduce the time you wait in line for security when you fly.  The following suggestions from the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) can help: 

See An Interesting Home?

No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  Our computers can send you the information quickly and easily for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town.

Just ask us!  It’s all part of our free, no-obligation HomeFinder Service.

Leave the address on our voicemail, (626) 339-0697, anytime, 24 hours a day, and we’ll fax, mail or email  the information to you on that listing within 24 hours.

· Either don’t bring prohibited items with you, or pack them in your suitcase.

· Keep your valuables in carryon items only – and make it a habit to tape a business card to the bottom of your laptop before you travel.

· Avoid wearing clothing or jewelry made from metal as they can set off detectors.

· Avoid wearing thick-soled shoes.

· If you’re carrying undeveloped film, don’t keep it in your carryon bag.  Screening equipment can damage the film.

· Declare all firearms and ammunition and put them in your checked baggage.

· If you lock your bags, use a TSA-recognized lock.

· Don’t bring or pack wrapped gifts.

Other recommendations:  Make sure you keep your boarding pass and identification easily accessible until you get through security.  Put these items into your carryon bag before you go through the screening checkpoint:  cell phones, keys, loose change, money clips, PDAs, big jewelry or large amounts of jewelry, big metal belt buckles, and metal hair decorations.  Put your laptop and video cameras in provided bins, and take off coats, jackets and blazers.

If you have any questions about prohibited items or other regulations, call your airline and visit the TSA website, www.tsa.gov/public/.
It “Pays” to Volunteer!

Earlier this year, Microsoft founder Bill Gates announced that he’s shifting his focus from his corporation to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, a philanthropic organization with an endowment of $30 billion and where Bill will basically be – a volunteer.

FREE! Home Seller’s 
Guide to Moving.

If you’re thinking of selling now or in the future, get your free Home Seller’s Guide to Moving.  This special booklet has helped hundreds of sellers prepare their home for a successful sale and efficient move.  The booklet contains

· A Good First Impression
· Tips on Showing The House
· Tips on Planning The Move
· Tips on Packing It Up
· Checklist For Success
While most of us can’t give money on a Bill Gates scale, we can give our time as volunteers to a variety of local organizations from schools and churches to national and international organizations like the American Cancer Society and The Red Cross.  And while we’re giving, we’re receiving much in return.

According to www.givingandvolunteering.ca, more than three-quarters of volunteers say volunteer activities help them with their interpersonal skills such as understanding people better, motivating others, and dealing with difficult situations.  About two-thirds say volunteering helps them develop better communication skills, and younger volunteers – in the 15-to-24 age group – say that volunteering improves their job prospects and job skills.   

Plus, as any volunteer will tell you, you get the satisfaction of knowing you’re helping others – and truly making a difference.
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Free Information Request Form 

Please complete the box below and place check marks next to the free reports and information you’d like to receive.

Fax this form to 909-971-9462 or mail it to:  

Lehel & Cindy Szucs, 301 E. Arrow Hwy., #105, San Dimas, CA  91773 or just call us at 626-339-0697!

www.TeamSzucs.com        email:  Cindy@TeamSzucs.com
Name: 
 Phone: 

Address: 
 Email: 


City: 
 State:
 Zip: 
  Fax: 


Please send me the requested free information selected below via (__) Mail  (__) Fax  (__) Email.

Free Information

(__)

Send me information about your free, no-obligation HomeFinder service.

(__)
Send me the special computer report showing the features and sale prices of up to 15 of the most recent home sales near the following address:

___________________________________________, City: ______________________________

or in the ____________________________________________ area.  

(__)
Please let me know the listing price and features of the home at the following address:

_____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please let me know the selling price of the home at the following address:    _____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please call me to arrange a free, no-obligation market valuation on my house.

Do you have a family member or friend who would enjoy a free subscription to our newsletter?  Just provide us with their contact information, and we’ll add them to our mailing list.
Name: 




Address: 



City: 
State: 
 Zip: 

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.  

Copyright 2006 Lehel & Cindy Szucs.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.
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November 23:  �Happy Thanksgiving!





Free Reports


(__) Protect Your Home From Burglars


(__) Five Deadly Mistakes Home Sellers Make


(__) Making the Move Easy On the Kids


(__) How Sellers Price Their Homes


(__) How to Stop Wasting Money on Rent


(__) How to Sell Your House For the Most Money In the Shortest Possible Time


(__) The 10 Dumbest Mistakes Smart People Make When Buying or Selling a Home
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