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The Cookie Lesson

[image: image2.wmf]After a long, exhausting day, a woman was waiting for her flight in the boarding lounge of a busy airport.  When an announcement was made that her flight was delayed, she decided to buy something to read.  While she was in the airport shop she also purchased a package of cookies.

She returned to the boarding lounge and began reading.  Beside the armrest of the chair where the package of cookies lay sat a man reading a magazine.  When she took out the first cookie, the man also took one.  She stared – he smiled – and both went back to their reading.  She was irritated – “What nerve!” she thought – but said nothing.  For each cookie she took, the man took one, too.  Soon she’d gone from irritated to infuriated, but she didn’t want to cause a scene.

When only one cookie remained she thought, “What will he do now?”  No sooner had she thought that, than the man took the last cookie, divided it in half, and, smiling, and gave her one half.  That was too much!  She opened her mouth to reprimand him, but was interrupted by her flight being called.  In a huff she took her book and her bags and stormed to the boarding gate.

After she sat down in her seat on the plane, she opened her purse and to her surprise, there was her package of cookies.  Untouched and unopened.  She was stunned – and embarrassed.  All along, that man had beeng sharing his cookies with her – and with a smile.

Things aren’t always what they seem!
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Dark Chocolate Is Best

While nutritionists have long touted the health benefits of chocolate, registered dietician Jean Stork specifies that dark chocolate – made with 70 percent cocoa or more – delivers the maximum amount of antioxidants.  For variety and even greater nutritional value, try chocolate with nuts, but avoid the extra calories of cream or caramel fillings.

Big Box – Big Injuries?
In the past decade, thousands of shoppers have been injured by falling merchandise at retail (or “big box”) warehouses.

Since it’s not uncommon for merchandise to drop 12 to 16 feet from massive shelves, it isn’t surprising that just one major chain had 33,000 customer and employee injury claims in the past six years, with most of the injuries to the head, neck, and shoulders.

FREE! Home Seller’s 
Guide to Moving

If you’re thinking of selling now or in the future, get your free Home Seller’s Guide to Moving.  This special report has helped hundreds of sellers prepare their home for a successful sale and efficient move.  The report contains:

· A Good First Impression
· Tips on Showing The House
· Tips on Planning The Move
· Tips on Packing It Up
· Checklist For Success
To request a copy just call (888) 582-2954 ext. 21, anytime, 24 hours a day and we’ll fax, mail or email the information to you within 24 hours.
Safety experts say most people are unaware of the dangers and assume they’re as safe as in smaller grocery stores.  The experts criticize many retail warehouses for lack of proper warning signs or precautions such as safety nets.  “People should remember that they’re in a working warehouse,” says the vice president of communications for one big box store.  “You need to be aware of what’s going on around you just like when you’re driving a car.”  Here are some store safety tips:

· Ask a staff member to reach high items; don’t stand on lower shelves, step stools, or ladders – those are there for the employees, not the customers.

· Don’t enter an area where forklifts are operating.

· To avoid falling items, walk in the center of the aisles rather than next to the shelves.

· Get out of the way if you see other shoppers grappling with high-up merchandise.

· Keep your smaller children close to you; don’t allow any children to have free run of the store.
How To Be Happy 
With Your Haircut

Sometimes a bad haircut isn’t the stylist’s fault.  Try these tips from hairdressers to help them give you better results:

See An Interesting Home?
No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  Our computers can send you the information quickly and easily for any house, listed or sold, 
anywhere in town.

Just ask us!  It’s all part of our free, no-obligation Home Finder Service.

Leave the address on our hotline, (888) 582-2954 ext. 20, anytime, 24 hours a day, and we’ll fax, mail or email all the information on that listing within 24 hours.

1. Sit up straight.  Don’t cross your legs because that makes your posture (and your haircut) uneven.

2. Show the stylist photographs of the hairdos you like, but recognize that your face and hair are different from those of the models, so the stylist may need to modify what you’re aiming for.

3. Give specific instructions (“I don’t want my bangs in my eyes”) and use your hands to demonstrate what you want (“I like my hair to fall to here”).

4. Ask for tips on how to dry and style your hair at home to recreate the salon look.

When Kids Ask Tough Questions

Violence in schools.  Sex.  Alcohol.  Drugs.  Abuse.  Harassment.  Eating disorders.  Divorce.  Death.

These are just some of the topics your children are likely to ask you about, and just some of the topics that you, as a parent, may be least prepared to discuss.  Perhaps you never had these conversations with your parents, so you have no role model to refer back to.  Perhaps you have answers in your mind, but have difficultly putting those answers into words that make sense to your child.  Or, perhaps you don’t know enough about the subject to feel comfortable answering their questions.
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Here’s the reality:  Kids are going to ask questions, and you may never feel comfortable answering them.  But if you’d prefer your child get accurate answers from you rather than getting their information from TV or their classmates, here are some suggestions:

Get ready.  Talk with your spouse about how to discuss tough topics, so the two of you don’t offer confusing information.  Ask other parents you respect how they’ve handled their kids’ questions.  The school counselor and your family physician are great resources as well.  Also ask these and others for recommendations for parenting books and Web sites they’ve found helpful.

Get set.  Be encouraging and supportive; let your children know it’s safe to come to you with questions with no fear of bad consequences.  And while it’s best to answer a question in the moment, you don’t have to answer every question every single time.  It’s OK to occasionally say, “I don’t know; let’s go look it up” or, “I’m not sure; give me some time to think about that.”  Then be sure that you do look up the answer together, or you do have an answer in a fairly short amount of time.

[image: image4.wmf]
Go!  Be honest:  Otherwise, you’ll have to explain later why you told your child something that wasn’t accurate.  Be patient:  It may take your child some time to get his question out, but let him think – and speak – at his own pace.  Be the parent:  When children, especially young children, want information, they turn to their parents first.  These tough conversations are opportunities to correct wrong information, build trust, and share your own values and principles with your child.
Start Saving By Stopping

A good way to start saving money is to stop doing something, and take the money you would have spent and deposit it in your savings account on a weekly or monthly basis.  Some things you might consider stopping are smoking, buying books and DVDs instead of borrowing from the library, paying dues at a gym or country club you don’t use, paying for subscriptions to magazines you don’t read, and paying for cable or satellite channels you don’t watch.  If you start saving by stopping, you’ll feel great at the end of the year when you see the balance in your account.

What Is Love?

In this Valentine’s month, if you find yourself wondering about the meaning of love, just do what the experts did – ask a group of four- to eight-year-olds:
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When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different.  You just know that your name is safe in their mouth.  Billy, age four
Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other.  Karl, age five
Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired.  Terri, age four
Love is when my Mommy makes coffee for my Daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.  Danny, age seven
Love is when you kiss all the time.  Then when you get tired of kissing, you still want to be together and you talk more.  My Mommy and Daddy are like that.  They look gross when they kiss.  Emily, age eight
When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of you.  Karen, age seven
Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen.  Bobby, age seven
Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it every day.  Noelle, age seven
Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.  Elaine, age five
Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert Redford.  Chris, age seven
Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.  Mary Ann, age four
You really shouldn’t say “I love you” unless you mean it.  But if you mean it, you should say it a lot.  People forget.  Jessica, age eight
The Power Of That 
Two-Letter Word

FREE REO HOME TOURS

Giving home buyers and investors looking for a bargain priced bank owned property a One Stop Shopping Experience. It’s free and no pressure to buy. These are not short sale properties or properties in the process of foreclosure but properties that the banks own on their books and need to get rid of.  For information visit our website at:

www.TeamSzucs.com/freereotours
There will always be someone out there who’s going to ask you to do something you don’t have time to do.  In an effort to please everyone, you may say “yes.”  This is a recipe for increasing your stress, and falling short of completing any obligation well.  So everyone, including you, might be better served if you invoke that powerful, two-letter word and just say “no.”  How can you do that?  Start with this advice:

Don’t say anything when you’re on the spot.  Take some time to think it over.  It’s OK to say, “Let me get back to you about that this afternoon.”

Be direct.  Tell the truth about why you can’t do what’s asked of you.  There’s no need to make up what might be deemed a “better” reason.

Be polite, but firm.  Don’t build false hope about what you can do.  Don’t say, “I’ll try.”  You’ll just worry about squeezing the request into your schedule or how you’re going to say in the end that you didn’t get it done.

Suggest alternatives.  Perhaps you know of someone who has the time or is better suited to fulfill the request.  Or perhaps you yourself will have time in the future.  If so, say, “Marni may be the better person to ask for that” or, “I don’t have time to do that this week, but I can do it next Thursday if you can wait.”  Be honest, though.  This tactic shouldn’t be used merely to get the person off your back or to postpone an inevitable “no.”

Be Good To Your Heart

In addition to Valentine time, February is also Heart Month.  Here are some easy ways to be good to your heart:

Take the stairs instead of an elevator or escalator.  Start with just one flight.  Or get off the elevator one floor early and walk up the stairs.  Soon, you’ll be ready for two flights. 

Park a few extra blocks away from your destination or at the far end of the parking lot and walk the extra distance.  Pick up your walking pace from “stroll” to “brisk.”

Walk around the building for a break during the work day or during lunch.  Added benefit:  It will help you stay awake.

Try thinking of housework as a chance to exercise, and give that vacuum a workout.  Spouses and children can “workout” with the vacuum, too.  

Try thinking of the dog as an exercise machine and take him for regular walks.  That will be good for both your hearts!

Instead of asking someone to bring you a drink, the remote, or the phone, get up and get it yourself.

Sleep well.  Research studies have linked sleep deprivation to blood pressure problems, depression and other factors that increase the risk of heart disease.

Laugh – often and honestly.  Rent a funny video, tell a silly joke, ready a funny story, take yourself less seriously.  Stress is your heart’s enemy, and laughter is a great stress reliever.

ALL SEASONS
FREE Home Seller/Buyer Information Request Form 

Please complete the box below and place check marks next to the free reports and information you’d like to receive.


Fax this form to 626-608-9080 or mail it to:  



All Seasons Real Estate, Inc., 964 E. Badillo Street #240, Covina, CA  91724  or just call us at 888-582-2954 ext. 22.
www.TeamSzucs.com         email:  Cindy@TeamSzucs.com
Name: 
 Phone: 

Address: 
 Email: 


City: 
 State:
 Zip: 
  Fax: 


Please send me the requested free information selected below via (__) Mail  (__) Fax  (__) Email.


FREE Consumer Reports


(__)
Protect Your Home From Burglars

(__)
Five Deadly Mistakes Home Sellers Make

(__)
Making the Move Easy On the Kids

(__)
How Sellers Price Their Homes

(__)
How to Stop Wasting Money on Rent

(__)
How to Sell Your House For the Most Money In the Shortest Possible Time

(__)
The 10 Dumbest Mistakes Smart People Make When Buying or Selling a Home

	FREE Consumer Resources and Information

(__)
Send me information about your FREE, no-obligation Home Finder service where your computers will search the market on an on-going basis for homes meeting the exact features, prices and areas I’m looking for.

(__)
Send me the special computer report showing the features and sale prices of up to 15 of the most recent home sales near the following address:  
___________________________________________, City: ______________________________ or 

          in the ____________________________________________ area.  

(__)
Please let me know the listing price and features of the home at the following address:
_____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please let me know the selling price of the home at the following address:    _____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please call me to arrange a FREE, no-obligation Home Value Audit to determine the top dollar market value of my home, and share strategies for selling fast.


Please send a Free monthly subscription of your All Seasons newsletter to the below person?  Please also send them a friendly note with my best wishes, and explaining they can cancel any time they wish.
Name: 




Address: 



City: 
State: 
 Zip: 

We are always optimistic at the beginning and throughout the year.  Even though we see a serious recession, we are working, like every businessman in the world, on making our business grow in spite of the problems in the economy.  
www.TeamSzucs.com
Quotes

Humility does not mean you think less of yourself.  It means you think of yourself less.

– Ken Blanchard

Joy is the feeling of grinning inside.

– Melba Colgrove

In the coldest February, as in every other month in every other year, the best thing to hold on to in this world is each other.

– Linda Ellerbee

All Seasons Real Estate, Inc.

964 E. Badillo St., #240, Covina, CA  91724 

(626) 339-0697
www.TeamSzucs.com
This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.  
Copyright 2009 Lehel Szucs, Cindy Szucs and Lizbeth Ulloa-Davila.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. 
The New World of Lending

For the Buyer:

1.    There are 71% fewer mortgages available than a year ago.

2.    Tightening credit standards are now in place at 85% of our banks

3.    Buyers putting down less than 20% must have a FICO score of at least 720 with the exception of FHA

4.    All assets and income must be verified and could be re-verified at closing.

5.    Fixed rate mortgages account for 69% of funded loans.

6.    New conforming residential loan amount for LA County is $625,500 (there is still a difference in overall pricing once your loan amount goes above $417K)

7.    Only 2.9% of buyers are taking adjustable rate mortgage vs. 85% in 2005

8.    Short-sales are selling for 97% of list price, while foreclosures sell for 101% of list price.

FHA is the New Big Player.

1.    Up-front insurance premium (MIP) is now 1.75%

2.    Over 95% financing, .55% monthly and .50% for less than 95%.

3.    Down payment is 3.5% and the fico score must be at least 580.

4.    Down payment assistance programs have been abolished.

5.    Debt-to-income ratios typically cannot exceed a 45% back end, unless lender receives an automated approval

6.    Must be greater disclosure to buyer on monthly payment changes.

7.    Borrower must have a valid social security number and be a legal resident of US.

8.    Owner-occupied properties only, but “gift” is still available for down payment.  For example “ Kiddy Condos” for kids in college.

9.    Chapter 7 BK – discharged 2 yrs. / 1 yr. chapter 13 and foreclosure / short sale is 3 years.

10.   FHA appraisers must be certified, which will cause a decrease in the number of appraisers.

11.   New 2009 single family FHA loan limits:

 
Los Angeles County


$ 625,500    
San Bernardino County            

$ 355,350



Orange County



$ 625,500    
Riverside County            


$ 355,350



How’s $7,500 sound? GOOD!





Are you a first time homebuyer looking to buy a home?  Did you know that you may be eligible to receive a tax credit up to $7,500!





Now is the time for you to achieve the dream of homeownership.





This is only available for a limited time so contact me today to see if you qualify. Don’t miss this opportunity of a lifetime!





Call today for a free consultation.











DON’T LOSE YOUR HOME TO FORECLOSURE!





� HYPERLINK "http://www.teamszucs.com/LoanModifications" ��CLICK HERE� FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR VISIT
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