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The Tree Of Life

[image: image1.wmf]There was once an old and unhappy woman who lived alone in a small house.  Her life had been fraught with many disappointments.  Her husband had left her with two small children to raise, she didn’t have much money, and her children had grown, gone off to college, married, and rarely visited.

One day she noticed that a tiny stick of a tree had pushed its way up from underneath the house’s crawl space and had threaded through a small hole in the floor.  The old woman took note of the tree, but didn’t think it would be there long because it was weak and sickly looking.  Every day the woman checked on the sapling and expected to find that it had died.  She was surprised to see the little tree clinging to life, in spite of its less-than-ideal environment.

The old woman began giving the tree a little water and a bit of plant food.  She also got a neighbor of hers to remove some of the floor boards and build a little frame for the tree so it would have room to grow.  And it began to grow and unfurl in ways that the old woman could not have imagined.  It grew so beautifully in the light by the picture window in the woman’s living room that she brought in chairs, placed them in a circle around the tree, and began inviting people in so they could enjoy the tree with her.

When people stopped by to ask about the tree, the old woman told the story of the tiny stick that pushed up out of the crawl space and through the small hole in the floor.  She made friends with some of these visitors, and her life was rich and full because of it. 

Sometimes the best opportunities come from the most unexpected places.

Christmas!  The very word brings joy to our hearts.  No matter how we may dread the rush, the long Christmas lists for gifts and cards to be bought and given, when Christmas Day comes there is still the same warm feeling we had as children, the same warmth that enfolds our hearts and our homes.
· Joan Winmill Brown

We can’t do everything for everyone everywhere, but we can do something for someone somewhere.

– Richard L. Evans

The History Of Christmas Customs

What are the original meanings of some of our most beloved Christmas customs?  Many of these customs originated in older pagan traditions, rather than in the Christian tradition in which they’re celebrated.

The celebration of Christmas on December 25 was not relegated to that date until the fourth century by Pope Saint Julius I.  The pope, it seems, was trying to round up a passel of pagan festivities into one date and took the opportunity to turn them into a Christian celebration.  December 25 previously had marked the Roman Saturnalia (the day when the sun ebbed lowest in the year).  Mithra, the Persian Sun god, had his birthday then, too.  And Odin, a Norse god, also appeared to the world on that day.

Overeating and drinking are related to the Saturnalia.  Saturn, an agriculture god, was connected to feasting in the winter, a practice that in ancient times would have been important to help people survive the long, cold, sometimes famine-ridden months.

FREE! Home Seller’s 
Guide to Moving.

If you’re thinking of selling now or in the future, get your free Home Seller’s Guide to Moving.  This special report has helped hundreds of sellers prepare their home for a successful sale and efficient move.  The report contains:

· A Good First Impression
· Tips on Showing The House
· Tips on Planning The Move
· Tips on Packing It Up
· Checklist For Success
Today’s Christmas pudding has a long history going all the way back to the Celts, who celebrated their god of the harvest by making a pot of porridge and stirring it for him.  Later, plum pudding was made by adding prunes to the porridge, and that evolved into what we now know as Christmas pudding.  Tradition says that each member of the family should stir the pot in an east-west manner (as the sun moves across the sky).  Flaming brandy poured onto the pudding is also a symbol of the sun’s energy.

The first Christmas stocking was derived from the charity of a kindly Turkish bishop, who slipped a bag of gold into the stocking of a girl in need of a dowry.  And it’s true that Santa never wore red and white until he was popularized by the Coca-Cola Company wearing the company colors.

Decorating Christmas trees has its origins in the Dark Ages of Germany, the idea being to encourage tree spirits, who deserted the forests during the winter, to return to the trees to reawaken them again in the spring.  This originally focused on oak trees, but later came to be associated with fir trees by the Christians, because they likened the triangle outline of the firs with that of the Holy Trinity.

The Benefits Of Broccoli

Broccoli is one of the healthiest foods you can eat.  

Broccoli is a member of the cabbage family, and was originally cultivated in Italy.  Its name is derived from the Latin word brachium, which means branch or arm, and refers to the plant’s tree-like shape.  The Italian broccolo means “cabbage sprout.”  
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Broccoli is so rich in vitamin C, a serving provides over 200% of the daily requirement for that vitamin.  It’s also rich in vitamin A, providing around 45% percent of that daily requirement.  Broccoli is also a good source for folate and fiber, and it’s even thought to have anti-cancer benefits because it contains compounds that help deactivate a type of estrogen that’s cancer causing, while at the same time increases levels of a form of estrogen that is cancer protective.  Want more reasons to eat broccoli?  Broccoli is credited with:

· Reducing heart disease.

· Protecting against ulcers by eradicating the bacterium that cause them.

· Being an immune system booster.

· Being a birth defect fighter because of the folate it contains.

· Protecting against rheumatoid arthritis.

See An Interesting Home?

No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  Our computers can send you the information quickly and easily for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town.

Just ask us!  It’s all part of our free, no-obligation HomeFinder Service.

Leave the address on our voicemail,      (626) 339-0697, anytime, 24 hours a day and we’ll fax, mail or email the information to you on that listing within 24 hours.

· Building strong bones because it contains calcium. 

The best way to prepare broccoli is to eat it raw or lightly steam it.  Studies show that much of broccoli’s nutritional value is lost if you overcook or microwave it. 

Make Learning Fun For Little Ones

If you have a toddler or a preschooler at home, you’re probably aware of how eager they are to learn – and of course you want to help them along.  It’s usually fun and effective to weave learning into daily activities such as playing, eating and household chores.

Some Holiday Shopping Tips

It’s the holiday season, so here are a few tips for trying to stay sane – and purchase the best gifts:

· Plan your holiday shopping.  Make a list of what you want to buy, and for whom you need to buy.

· Set a budget so you don’t overspend.

· If you shop online, pay attention to the details.  Is shipping free or is there a charge?
For instance, if your child is eating dinner, you can count out peas and pieces of corn for her.  Kids think games like this are fun and they naturally absorb the information you expose them to over time.  If your child likes to draw on the sidewalk with chalk, the possibilities are endless.  You can make up math games, word games, color and shape games, and alphabet games.  You can also make household chores, like doing the laundry, a learning experience for your little one.  Have him count shirts or socks while you fold.  Add a sock, take away a sock, and suddenly your child knows how to subtract.  Or have him sort socks by blue, brown and black (and other choices, depending on your wardrobe) and he’ll have his basic colors mastered in no time.

Do You “Want” It Or “Need” It?

Living within your means is one of the all-time great ideas, but many people find it difficult to do.  Some of this can be attributed to our getting “needs” mixed up with “wants.”

In our everyday language, we’ll say that we “need” something, but more than likely the truth is that we don’t “need” the item to survive, we just want it.  Once we realize that we do this, we can stop and ask ourselves the crucial question before we buy something:  “Is this a need or a want?”

When you answer this question, be honest.  Do you really need a third pair of tennis shoes?  Do you really need a new pair of jeans for the trip with your friends?  Even though you need a car, do you need a new SUV – or do you just want one?  Most people will probably be surprised at how often they give themselves the idea that they need something through interior self-talk.  There’s nothing inherently wrong with this, but if you’re trying to get your budget under control, you may find this type of questioning helpful.

Some More Holiday Shopping Tips

· Wrap things as you go.  Keep everything at home, and wrap the gift the minute you walk in the door.  You’ll feel more relaxed and prepared.
· Buy a couple of gift certificates from stores you like.  That way, if you’ve forgotten anyone, you’ll have something to fall back on.  And if you haven’t forgotten anyone – you get the gift!
Once you categorize the item in question, you can decide whether you want to use your money to purchase it.  When you think about your purchases in this way, you’ll find that you spend a lot of money on wants – not needs.

According to an article on the collaborative website of the Community Action Partnership and the National Endowment for Financial Education, here’s a good litmus test:  If the item in question will help you survive, then you need it.  If you can put off the purchase or substitute it with something that costs less or use something you already have at home, then you want it.
November Quiz Answer 

Question:  What is the world’s smallest 
country in square miles?

Answer:  Vatican City.
Source:  www.countrywatch.com 
Congratulations to Naomi Sweo.  Your name was selected at random from all of the correct quiz entries and you’ll receive a gift certificate for two, for a night out at the AMC Theatres.

Watch for your name in a coming month!
Are You A Dentophobic?

If you’re a dentophobic, you’re not alone.  Dentophobia is the serious, often paralyzing fear of seeking dental care, and as many as 40 million Americans are so dentophobic they avoid seeing a dentist altogether.

You may be dentophobic if you:

Feel so much uneasiness and tension the evening prior to your dental visit, you cancel your appointment.

Feel physically ill and tense at the thought of sitting in the dentist’s chair or worse, having a dental injection.

Feel a sense of embarrassment because of your dental neglect and a fear of ridicule or belittlement when you’re at the dental office.

The lack of regular dental care costs you in terms of health and quality of life.  With regular dental visits and good dental health you’ll look and feel better, others will respond to you more positively, and you’ll have more self-confidence.  And if you have children, your good dental habits will help them form good dental habits that will last a lifetime.

[image: image3.wmf]To get started overcoming your fears:

· Realize that fear is a learned behavior and can be unlearned.

· Make a list of your fears:  Pain?  Needles?  Drills?  X-rays?  Feeling trapped and out of control?  Pick the least of your fears and think about how to address it.  When that fear is under control, move on to the next.

· Tell your friends or loved ones, and ask them to support you. 

· Don’t be ashamed of your phobia – you’re taking steps to overcome it. 

· Find a sympathetic dentist and explain how you feel.  You’ll be reassured by how understanding they are.  If they’re not, find another dentist.
· Progress at your pace.  Don’t be forced into anything you can’t handle. 

And, get ready to smile.  You’ll have lots to smile about!

Skewed Science

Here are some interesting observations from budding scientists in the 5th and 6th grades:

· The wind is like the air, only pushier.

December Quiz Question

During which war was the Battle of Balaclava fought?
Everyone who faxes, emails or calls in the correct answer by the last day of this month will be entered into a drawing for a $30 gift certificate to Claim Jumper.

Good Luck!
· A monsoon is a French gentleman.

· We say the cause of perfume disappearing is evaporation.  Evaporation gets blamed for a lot of things people forget to put the top on.

· Isotherms and isobars are even more important than their names sound.

· Cyanide is so poisonous that one drop of it on a dog’s tongue will kill the strongest man.

· It is so hot in some places that the people there have to live in other places. 

· Most books now say our sun is a star.  But it still knows how to change back into a sun in the daytime.

· The law of gravity says no fair jumping up without coming back down.

· When people run around and around in circles we say they’re crazy.  When planets do it we say they’re orbiting.

· Someday we may discover how to make magnets that can point in any direction.

· Many dead animals in the past changed to fossils, while others preferred to be oil.

· Some people can tell what time it is by looking at the sun.  But I have never been able to make out the numbers.
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Happy Poinsettia Day!

Did you know that the poinsettia has a special day all its own?  By an Act of Congress, December 12 was set aside as National Poinsettia Day.  The date marks the death of Joel Roberts Poinsett (1779-1851), appointed the first United States Ambassador to Mexico in 1825.  While in Mexico he was enchanted by the brilliant red plants and brought some of them back to his hothouses in Greenville, South Carolina.  He began propagating the plants, sending them to friends and botanical gardens, and the rest, as they say, is beautiful history.
The most valuable thing you can make is a mistake; you can’t learn anything from being perfect.

– Anonymous
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Free Information Request Form 

Please complete the box below and place check marks next to the free reports and information you’d like to receive.

Fax this form to 909-971-9462 or mail it to:  

Lehel & Cindy Szucs, 301 E. Arrow Hwy., #105, San Dimas, CA  91173  or just call us at 626-339-0697!

www.TeamSzucs.com        email:  Cindy@TeamSzucs.com 

Name: 
 Phone: 

Address: 
 Email: 


City: 
 State:
 Zip: 
  Fax: 


Please send me the requested free information selected below via (__) Mail  (__) Fax  (__) Email.

Free Information

(__)
Send me information about your free, no-obligation HomeFinder service.

(__)
Send me the special computer report showing the features and sale prices of up to 15 of the most recent home sales near the following address:  
___________________________________________, City: ______________________________ or in

the ____________________________________________ area.  

(__)
Please let me know the listing price and features of the home at the following address:

_____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please let me know the selling price of the home at the following address:    _____________________________________________________________________.

(__)
Please call me to arrange a free, no-obligation market valuation on my house.

Do you have a family member or friend who would enjoy a free subscription to our newsletter?  Just provide us with their contact information, and we’ll add them to our mailing list.
Name: 




Address: 



City: 
State: 
 Zip: 

GREETINGS OF THE SEASON AND 

BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR!

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.  

Copyright 2006 Lehel & Cindy Szucs.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.
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Free Reports


(__)	Protect Your Home From Burglars


(__)	Five Deadly Mistakes Home Sellers Make


(__)	Making the Move Easy On the Kids


(__)	How Sellers Price Their Homes


(__)	How to Stop Wasting Money on Rent


(__)	How to Sell Your House For the Most Money In the Shortest Possible Time


(__)	The 10 Dumbest Mistakes Smart People Make When Buying or Selling a Home
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